In general, amphibians are numerous and small-sized, and the gregarious behaviour of most species in the breeding season makes them potential prey for many different predators (Duellman & Trueb, 1994) . Most predation occurs near or in the water (Toledo, 2005) in the breeding season, when the majority of species enter the water and consequently become accessible to potential aquatic predators (Bastos et al., 1994; Haddad & Bastos, 1997; Toledo, 2003) . Among these predators are several species of freshwater and forest crabs, which can predate on the tadpoles (Gray & Christy, 2000) and frogs (Hayes, 1983) , or at least mutilate their limbs or digits (Duellman & Trueb, 1994; Gray et al., 2002) . Freshwater crabs are important organisms in food webs of tropical environments, where they act as detritivores or primary and secondary consumers, and can become either predators on, or prey for, other invertebrates (Hayes, 1983; Dobson et al., 2002; Marijnissen et al., 2009; Klaus & Plath, 2011) . Sublethal attacks normally occur when the predators are similar in size to, or smaller than, their prey (Schoener, 1979) . Gray et al. (2002) stated that the most likely cause of injuries in frogs is attack by invertebrates such as ants, crabs, or spiders, which are neither prey nor predators but share the same habitat.
The extensive floodplain of the Upper Paraná River contains many smaller rivers, canals, lakes and ponds, and wetlands, where a common feature is the presence of large patches of macrophytes (Pelicice et al., 2008) . Macrophytes provide amphibians with shelter and refuge, but they also increase the incidence of predators (Denton & Beebee, 1997; Laurila, 1998) , such as the crab Dilocarcinus pagei Stimpson, 1862 (cf. Magalhães et al., 2005 .
NOTES AND NEWS
Sampling was conducted in ponds of this floodplain, where 18 waterbodies were monitored once every three months from June 2010 to March 2011, searching for amphibians during the night. Frogs are numerous at many localities on the floodplain, where 24 species (n = 177) were found (unpubl. data). In contrast, the crab D. pagei was abundantly present in only one of the ponds sampled, the Lagoa das Garças (22
• 45 27 S 53
• 16 13 W), which also contains many species of frogs.
In September 2010 we captured 11 frog specimens at Lagoa das Garças, four of which (36.4% for the pond and 2.26% for the floodplain) were either injured or mutilated ( fig. 1a, c, d ). All of these specimens seemed to have recovered from their injuries. In March 2010 we found an adult D. pagei predating on a juvenile of Leptodactylus latrans (Steffen, 1815) . After a few seconds, the crab sank down and released the already dead frog, which was missing its left forelimb ( fig. 1b) . No mutilated frogs were found in any of the other 17 ponds sampled. The presence of 
